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I Cor. VII. 31. 


They that uſe this world as not abuſing it, 
for the faſhion of this world paſſeth 


away. 


8 every Duty hath Motives and Con- 
ſiderations peculiar to itſelf, it is ne- 
ceſſary, at different Times, to ſtate each Du- 
ty ſingly; for by this Means it will be en- 
forced with more Clearneſs and Advantage. 
But, upon ſome Occaſions, it is no leſs uſe- 
ful, to take a larger View of Things, and 
ſettle thoſe general Principles of Life and 
Conduct, which will enable us to judge 
more readily of each Caſe, as it ariſes. For 
thus in any Art or Science, if the funda- 
mental Truths are well underſtood, and 
made familiar to the Mind, the particular 
| A 2 _ Tracks 
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Truths are eaſily deduced from them; and 
we ſhall with leſs Danger of erring, form 
juſt Conceptions, and draw right Conclu- 
ſions in any fingle Difficulty that falls un- 
der our Examination. 

Bur what Art or Science is there, in 
which it ſo nearly concerns us to be tho- 
roughly converſant, as in that of living as 
we ought? What other Branch of Know- 
ledge will inſtruct us to maintain a conſi- 
ſtent Character, direct all our Actions uni- 
formly to their proper End, and reduce 
them into a regular Syſtem ? When there- 
fore the whole of human Life is made the 
Subject of our Meditations, ſome intereſt- 
ing Reflections will of Courſe offer them- 
ſelves, which lie out of the Limits of a 
more confined Subject; and which will af- 
ford us practical Rules of Behaviour, appli- 
cable to every Part and every Station of Life, 
and derived from the moſt affecting Topics 
of Perſwaſion. 


THE 


( 5] 

TH es Shortneſs and the Uncertainty of 
human Life ; the Dignity and Infirmities of 
our Nature will of Courſe preſent them- 
ſelves to a Mind engaged in this Train of 
Thinking. By confidering one Part of 
our Conſtitution, we ſhall feel that we are 
accountable for our Behaviour; by looking 
into the other, that we are perpetually in 
Danger of behaving wrongly. For the 
Union of a rational Mind to a corruptible 
Body, muſt produce a Struggle between the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and the Impulſes of 
Appetite and Paſſion z and this Struggle 
muſt laſt, till the Union, from whence it 
ſprings, is diſſolved. For Appetite and 
Paſſion regard the immediate deſired Grati- 
fication only ; Reaſon looks forward, and 
weighs the Conſequences of Things: And 
when the Eye of Reaſon: can reach no 
farther, the Light of Revelatign riſes up- 
on us, and opens the boundleſs Proſpect of. 
Eternity. mg 
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A CaxtaTurs ſo circumſtanced, muſt, 


as long as thoſe Circumſtances remain, be 


in a State of Trial. Thus the very Frame 
of our Nature ſhews us, what Religion 
declares with more Solemnity. But I am 
afraid we do not ſufficiently attend to that 
awful alarming Truth, which the Idea 
of a State of Trial, in a religious Senſe, 
conveys to us. For does it not imply 
that Creatures, formed for Immortality, 
and placed for a few Years in this change- 
able World, are, at their Entrance upon 
Being, and, as it were, in the Infant State 
of their Exiſtence, charged with the Care 
of their final Happineſs; and that their 
Behaviour here will ſecure or forfeit it 
for ever? If this be the Caſe, as it cer- 
tainly is, if the moſt cogent Arguments 
have any Force, with what Care ſhould 
we work out our Salvation | With what 
Sollicitude ſhould we endeavour Zo w/e this 
World, as not abuſing it; i. e. to deſire 


the good Things of this World with that 


Moderation, 
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Moderation, and apply them to thoſe 
Purpoſes which our own Hearts will not 
condemn, and which God, who is greater 
than our Hearts, more intimately ac- 
quainted with our moſt ſecret Inten- 
tions than we ourſelves are, may ap- 
prove. 

To demonſtrate the Neceſſity of this 
Vigilance, I have choſen this Paſſage of the 
Apoſtle to enlarge upon. It will be need- 
leſs to refer to the Context, for the Text 
itſelf contains a full inſtructive Senſe, 
independent, of what goes before, or fol- 
lows after it; and all Men, at all Times, 
are concerned to obſerve the Caution. For 
the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, 
i. e. all human Things are as tranſitory, 
and Men are as mortal now, as they were- 
when St Paul wrote this Epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians. | 

Now however various the Objects of: 
our Purſuit are, thoſe that conſtitute our- 
Danger, fall under the three Heads of 


ſenſual” 


1 

ſenſual Pleaſure, R iches, and temporal Power, 
which are all alike periſhable, and equally 
unconnected with real Happineſs. ea! 
T wo general Obſervations will briefly 
explain the true Nature of each of theſe, 
enable us to form an exact Eſtimate of their 
Worth, and point out to us, at the ſame 
Time, wherein the right Uſe of them 
conſiſts: And from thence we ſhall ſee and 
R adore the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs in 
thoſe Proviſions that are made by God, to 


protect us againſt the Temptations of a 
treacherous World, 


Firſt Tan it is to be obſerved, by all 
who have a Regard to their temporal or 
eternal Welfare, that thoſe Things which 
we purſue as if they had an intrinſic unal- 
terable Worth and Excellence in them, are, 
in their own Nature, indifferent; and be- 
come Bleſſings or Curſes to us, as we make 
a right or a wrong Uſe of them, 


As 
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As to ſenſual Pleaſure, the moſt dangerous, 
becauſe it is the moſt inſinuating Enemy; 
if we view it in the Purpoſe of the all-wiſe 
Contriver of theſe earzbly Tabernacles, which 
we carry about us, and conſider it as en- 
joyed under the Directions and Reſtraints 
of Reaſon, every Senſe appears to be a 
wonderful Inlet of different Satisſactions to 
ſweeten the Journey of Life, whilſt we ſo- 
journ here below, and to communicate Com- 
ſorts to us in our Priſon. If we view it in 
the Exceſſes of the Senſualis, we are ſtar- 
tled to find it the Source of Confuſion and 
every evil Work, the Parent of Miſery. 

In theſe moſt oppoſite Caſes, Pleaſure ſtill 
retains its Name, and we are too apt to be 
impoſed upon by it; though it is purſued 
from a Purpoſe big with Miſchief, and 
Ruin follows the Enjoyment of it. 
| For Pleaſures, in Fact, but momentary 

Happineſs, as Happineſs is Pleaſure perpe- 
tuated. Pleaſure, therefore, may not only be 
immediately ſucceeded by Pain, but be the 


direct Cauſe of it. And theſe two oppo- 
b B ſite 
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ſite Things may mutually produce and run 
into one another. For Pain, endured in the 
Cauſe of Virtue, will certainly be rewarded 
with an Over-balance of Pleaſure; and 
Pleaſure, indulged in the Gratification of 
vicious Appetites, will draw after it the Bit- 
terneſs of Pain. 
TREND ER, unexperienced Minds, ſuch, 
eſpecially, as, by the very Condition of their 
Birth, are moſt expoſed to the Deceitful- 
neſs of Pleaſure, and the Inſinuations of 
Flattery, ſhould be habituated to an early 
practical Conviction of this Truth: For it 
is a Truth, of which their own Experi- 
ence may not perhaps convince them, till 
contrary Habits have diſqualified them for 
reliſhing the purer Satisfactions of Virtue 
and Religion, and at the ſame Time render- 
ed them averſe to ſhake off their Fondneſs 
for the mortifying Diſquietudes of Irreligion 
and Vice. | 

ConcerNninG Riches, the Caſe is, if 
poſſible, ſtill more evident: For, if they 
are lock'd up by the Miſer, they contribute 


no 
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no more to his real Happineſs than the Ore, 
that lies buried in the Mine: And the 
Curſes of thoſe that are ready to periſh fall 
upon the Head of him, who thus confines the 
Means of relieving of them. But, if Riches 
are diffuſed by the Hand of Charity, they 
pour Bleſſings on the Owner, and make him 
in Favour with God and Man: For, when 
they feed the Hungry and cloath the Naked, 
thoſe that are ready to periſh revive, the 
Fatherleſs are comforted, and the Y/idow's 
Heart leaps for Foy. This Enjoyment of 
Riches muſt and does give to the charitable 
Mind that inexpreſſible Satisfaction, that 
Peace of God, which paſſeth all Under ſtand- 
ing: And it will be certainly rewarded by 
the univerſal impartial Parent, who is, in 
ſacred Writ, emphatically ſtiled a Father 
of the Fatherleſs, and introduced as plead- 
ing the Cauſe of the Widow. 

TEMVORAL Power is in a ſtill more 
ſtriking Manner, through all the Meaſures 
and Gradations of it, and according to the 
oppoſite Exertions of it for good or bad 


B 2 ' Purpoſes, 


Individual, as every Individual gives a right 
or a wrong Direction to it. 
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Purpoſes, the moſt efficacious Cauſe of Joy 
and Security, or of Dread and Difſtreks, 
as well to the Perſon who is cloathed with 
it, as to thoſe who reſpectively rejoice or 
groan under it: As it protects Millions in 
the Hands of a juſt and gracious King ; or 
oppreſſes whole Nations, when it arms the 


Rage of a Tyrant. 


SUBORDINATE Meaſures of Protection 


or Oppreſſion reſult from every ſubordi- 


nate Poſſeſſion or Exerciſe of Power, thro 
all the Ranks of Society, from the Throne 
to the Cottage: And, in all of them, Power 
maintains its State of Indifference to Good 
or Evil, to the Service or Diſſervice of every 


Wuzn a Man of great Fortune and In- 
fluence applies Both as his own true Intereſt 
tells him they ought to be applied, we ſee 
his in ward Complacency and Self: ſatisfaction 


in the Security and Affection of all who 
five around him: The Neighbourhood flou- 


riſhes; and every one is eager to expreſs his 
Regard, 
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Regard, and lend his grateful Aſſiſtance, to 
his known Friend and Benefactor, when- 
ever he demands or wants it. If a Man of 
the ſame Fortune and Influence treats his 
Inferiors with a brutal Inſolence, his De- 
pendents are diſtreſſed, and lament their hard 
Lot ; the Induſtry of the Tenant is ſuſpend- 
ed, becauſe he hath no Proſpe& of reaping 
the Fruits of it; and all abhor the iron Rod 
that rules them. 

ConsiDtrx the Caſe in a ſtill narrower 
Compaſs ; —A benevolent Maſter is the com- 
mon Father of his Family, and, as ſuch, 
is loved and reſpected by them. An inſo- 
lent, over-bearing One is a petty Tyrant 
within the Walls of his own Houſe. He 
hates and harraſſes the little Circle of his 
Domeſtics. In Return, he is hated and 
deſpiſed by them, and rendered miſerable 
from a Conſciouſneſs that he deſerves their 
Contempt and Hatred. 

Bur, admitting, that ſenſual Pleaſure, 
Riches, and Temporal Power, had all that 
inward Worth, which the Votaries of them 
ſeem to imagine they have and ſuffer ever- 

Pd 


laſtingly 
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laſtingly from the fatal Deluſion; Ve 
ought never to forget, what hey ſeem never 
to remember, another important Obſerva- 
tion, equally applicable to ſenſual Pleaſure, 
Riches, and temporal Power, viz. That all 
theſe Objects are abſolutely relative to the 
preſent State of Things, and have no Ex- 


iſtence beyond them. 

Thus ſenſual Pleaſure, though it may leave 
a laſting Contagion in the Mind, even when 
the Mind is out of the Body, moſt evidently 
can have no Exiſtence as to us, when the 
Senſes, which put us in a Capacity of being 
affected by it, are themſelves deſtroyed, 

W1TH Regard to Riches and temporal 
Power, the very Ideas we form of them 
ariſe from their being diſtributed among 
Men in various Degrees and | Proportions. 
They are, indeed, by the Appointment of 
God, adjuſted to the Scheme of Things 
in this World only: And it is for the 
wiſeſt Reaſons that God hath thus made 
one Man to differ from another for a Seaſon ; 
ſince theſe Differences create that Subordi- 
nation which forms and preſerves Society. 

| Bur 
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Bur we ſhould reflect, that the original 
Equality of human Nature ſtill ſubſiſts 
under all theſe external Diſtinctions; which, 
at the Hour of Death, vaniſh as a Dream 
when one awaketh, From that Moment 
the original Equality of Nature is reſtored ; 
and no Diſtinction remains, but that which 
our own virtuous and right Conduct hath 
introduced; and that is a Diſtinction which 
will laſt for ever. 

Wir k this affecting View of Things 
before us, can we avoid ſeeing and adoring 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in the 
Proviſions he hath made to conduct us 
with Safety, if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves, through the Dangers of this 
changeable, treacherous World? Indeed, 
if we ſet before ourſelves, in a juſt Light, 
the Duties to be diſcharged by us, the 
Warnings afforded us, the real Pleaſure 
annexed to right Conduct, and the Me- 
thods eflabliſhed to wean us gradually from 
too great a Fondneſs for worldly Enjoy- 
ments; we ſhall not fail to be touched with 
the moſt awakening Emotions of Piety and 


Gratitude 


— - — — = 4 _—- 
— — — _- 


— = 4 * 
— - 
. — mea — ——— 922 — 
* PIES —_ 2 - — —— = 


— — — —— 
— ͤ— 


E i 


Gratitude towards the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
Events, the ſole Diſpenſer of true Happineſs. 
AN undue Fondneſs for the Things 

i of this World is the dangerous Extreme 
againſt which Men ſhould moſt carefully 
guard ; becauſe moſt Men carry that Fond- 
neſs to ſuch an Exceſs as diſqualifies them 
for true Happineſs. But the oppoſite Ex- 
treme of flying from the World, and 
deſerting the Duties which Providence 

| hath aſſigned us, (with a View, no Doubt, 
of exerciſing our Abilities, ſo as to render us 
uſeful to ourſelves and others here below, 
and to qualify us for that better State of 
Things which is to ſucceed the preſent, by 
= engaging our Thoughts upon Subjects no 
| leſs fitted to promote the Diſcharge of thoſe 


Duties, than they are intimately connected 
with our final Welfare) makes it neceſſary 


to expoſe a Deluſion injurious to Reli- 
gion „and hurtful to Mankind. For, to 
imagine that by deſerting theſe Duties 
we ſhall reach more exalted Heights of 
Piety, is a Miſtake incident * to the 


beſt- 
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beſt· diſpoſed Minds, and, upon that Ac- 
count, calls for our Animadverſion. 
Hx went about doing Good, is the ſhort 

Deſcription of a perfect Character; for it 
is applied to the only Character amongſt 
Men that ever reached Perfection. The 
ſame Divine Perſon, in like Manner as his 
Heavenly Father ſendeth his Rain on ibe 
Fuſft and on the Unjuſt, converſed with 
Publicans and Sinners, upon the moſt 
rational, benevolent Motive, becauſe He 
came not to call the Righteous but Sinners 
to Repentance: For, according to the 
familiar Inſtance made Uſe of by the 
Evangeliſt, they that are whole need 
not a Phyſician, but they that are fick.” 

RE AI. Goodneſs is eſſentially active, and 
delights to communicate itſelf, as far as 
its Sphere reaches. Infinite Goodneſs, as 
it exiſts in the Deity, is for ever diffuſing 
itſelf. The Father worketh hitherto, and 
1 work,” ſays our bleſſed Saviour. And 
how doth aur heavenly Father work ? with 


a continued Energy of Beneficence, filling 
O | all 


all Things living with Plenteouſneſs, and 
ſcattering Bleſſings throughout the whole 
Extent of the Creation. This, then, is the 
original Standard of Goodneſs; and human 
Goodneſs, however narrow its Sphere may 
be, is obliged to conform itſelf to the 
divine, and to improve and enlarge itſelf 
gradually by Acts of mutual Kindneſs. 


Without this Proof, Piety towards God 


wants the proper Teſt of its Reality; for 
he that behaves as not loving or regarding 
his Brother, whom he hath ſeen, how can 


he love God, whom he hath not ſeen ? 


Bur falſe Standards of Chriſtian Per- 
fection were, by Degrees, ſet up, as the 
original Scheme of the Goſpel became mixt 
and blended with human Inventions, and 


_ enthuſiaſtic Refinements. Then a ſolitary, 


inactive Devotion was preferred to an active, 
ſocial Diſplay of Goodneſs. Hence too 
many, whoſe Intentions were directed to a 
good End, but formed upon falſe Princi- 
ciples, being leſs attentive than they ought 
to have been to that unerring Example 


which 
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which our Saviour had ſet, and commanded 
all his Diſciples to follow, caught an Infection 
ſo adapted to the natural Bent of their own 
Minds, and ſhut themſelves up in Cloiſters. 
Others, thinking it inconſiſtent with that 
exalted Purity of Heart which they laboured 
to attain, and determined to preſerve, refuſed 
to take any Part in the Affairs or Concerns 
of a corrupt World. Hence they became 
uſeleſs Members of the Society which they 
might otherwiſe have enlightened by their 
Inſtruction, and mended by their Example. 

Bur in all this, inſtead of obeying the 
Will of God more perfectly, they were 
manifeſty contradicting the Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence. For every Man's Situation, if he 
attends to it, declares to him the Obliga- 
tion he is under to fill it. Some, by their 
Birth or Talents, are called upon, as it 
were, by the Voice of Providence, to direct 
and preſide over the great Affairs of the 
World. They are charged with the ſacred 
Truſt, and honoured with the glorious 
Privilege, of protecting the Innocent, coun- 
" 9 tenancing 


L 20 
tenancing the Virtuous, and ſpreading Pro- 
ſperity through whole Nations; and 
every one, in his Sphere and Proportion, is 
obliged to do the ſame. For that King of 
Kings who formed us for Society, and, by 
a Variety of Gifts and Graces, fitted us for 
all the Claſſes and Departments of it, en- 


Joins us to fill our reſpective Stations, and 


perform the Offices allotted to us in them, 
as viſibly, as he hath framed and adapted the 
ſeveral Members of the Body to their pecu- 
liar Uſes. And the Scripture, by a beauti- 
tiful Propriety, points out our Duty to us, 
as Members of Society, by- this very Al- 
luſion. So that we are no more at Liberty 
to fly from the Duties of our Station, whilſt - 
we continue in this World, than we can, 
without an Act of Diſobedience to the Su- 


preme Ruler of it, leave the World itſelf, 
till he ſummons us out of it. 


TRE regular Diſcharge of the Duties 


thus incumberit upon us will employ both 


our Thoughts and our Time as they ought 
to be employed; and the Warnings afforded 


HS 
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us by God are a perpetual Check upon vs, 
to hinder. us from deviating into the Paths 
that lead to Vice and Miſery. 

Ir might be natural to expect, that a 
Being of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
having, for Reaſons ſuitable to thoſe Per- 
fections, placed ſuch frail Creatures as we 
are in a State of Trial, for a very ſhort 
Period of their Exiſtence, and made the 
Happineſs of the Whole depend upon their 
Behaviour in this State, would guard them 
as carefully, as the Nature of the Caſe ad- 
mitted, againſt ſo fatal a Miſcarriage. And 
he hath ſo guarded us. For he hath fixed 
Warnings, where none but the Author of 
our Nature could fix them, in the Mind 
itſelf. Hence every Tranſgreſſion of Duty, 
till the Mind grows hardened, excites a 
correſponding Monition, and reminds us, 
that we are injuring ourſelves. Theſe 
Alarms, which never interrupt us in our 
reaſonable Enjoyments, are moſt certainly 
intended, 'not to make our Life leſs pleaſant, 
but our Happineſs more ſecure. 


INDEED, 
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Ix p EED, theſe religious Warnings give 
us Uneaſineſs, and are for the preſent 
grievous to us, when we have neglected or 
violated our Duty, i. e. done ourſelves 
ſome Miſchief, But how ſhould we have 
reconciled it with the Perfections of an all- 
wiſe Governor, if he had intended us, as 
he does now, for an endleſs State of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery, after a tranſitory Life, 
and ſuffer'd us to be plunged into it, with- 
out having communicated to us any pre- 
li _ vious Notice of his Intention? 

To illuſtrate this by a familiar In- 
ſtance ;--Suppoſe a Traveller paſſing through 
a ſtrange Country, the Inhabitants of 
q which are no leſs inſidious than agreeable ; 
| and that, whilſt he is walking on in the 
{ midſt of Perils, with full Security, he 
| meets a faithful Friend, who, with the 
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unfeigned Zeal of Friendſhip, points out 
ld the Snares with which he is encompaſſed, 
| and the Deſtruction that hangs over him. 
l Would our Traveller take it unkindly of 
0 his Friend, that he had alarmed him with 


Apprehenſions from which he was before 
| f 
; | ree, 
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free, and treat his honeſt Monitor in ſuch a 
Manner, as if he had brought him into the 
Danger from which he meant to deliver 
him? Would he not rather embrace him 
with all the Warmth of Gratitude due to 
a Deliverer ? Would he not double his Vigi- 
lance, and comfort himſelf with refle&ing, 
that, being now fully apprized of his Dan- 
ger, he may, by a ſuitable Caution, eſcape 
it, and return to his native Home in Safety ? 
Bur the real Pleaſure annexed to right 
Conduct gives a double Force to the Warn- 
ings againſi wrong. Wiſdom is Knowledge 
reduced to Practice; or it is that practi- 
cal Knowledge which produces Virtue. 
Concerning this Wiſdom, the wiſeſt of the 
Children of Men, in a Paſlage which muſt 
ſtrike every good Mind, though a thouſand 
Times repeated, declares, ©* Length of 
« Days is in her right Hand, and in her 
« Jeff Hand Riches and Honour. Her 
“Mays are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
« her Paths are Peace. Here is no Limi- 
tation. The further we advance, the more 
we improye; and every additional Improve- 
ment 
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ment is an Acceſſion of new Pleaſure. 
Limitations, in the Nature of Things, are 
inſeparably annexed to Vice, and reſtrain its 
Operations: And the Security of the World 
is, to a Degree, guarded by thoſe Limita- 
tions. For Vice, carried to a certain Length 
of Miſchief, is ſunk in Miſery, and ends in 
Self - deſtruction. 

But general Aſſertions, though founded in 
the cleareſt Truths, do not ſufficiently con- 
vince {uch weak Minds as ours are. And, as 


every particular Virtue is an Inſtance in Point, 


I ſhall ſingle out a few of the moſt affecting. 
Does Patience loſe its Reward by having en- 
dured all Things ? Does Temperance become 
injurious by thoſe Abſtinences that invigo- 
rate the Health of the Body, and ſtrengthen 


the Powers of the Mind? Is Juſtice blame- 


worthy, becauſe it never ceaſes to redreſs the 
Injured ? Hath Fortizude no Merit, when it 
is for ever exerted to aſſert the Cauſe of 
Truth and Virtue? Does Benevolence loſe its 
Excellence by boundleſs Communications of 
itſelf, or does it run into an hurtful Exceſs by 
wiſhing to extend Happineſs through the 


Univerſe ? Bur 
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Bor an Enumeration of the particu- 
lar beneficial Effects, reſpectively flowing 
from the Exerciſe of each of the Virtues, 
would know no Bounds. It is ſufficient to 
remark, that thoſe Effects grow more bene- 
ficial, as each Virtue is exerciſed in a more 
extenſive Degree: And could the Virtues 
be jointly carried on to Perfection, the Hap- 
pineſs reſulting from them, like hat which 
unlimited Goodneſs 8 would be- 
come infinite. 

HAPPIN ESS, which is thus annex- 
ed to right Conduct by God himſelf, be- 
ing the inward Feeling, of an upright, 
ſelf-approving Mind, it is certain no Man 
can judge of another Man's Happineſs ; for 
Men can judge only by outward Appear- 
ances. Happineſs may pour Balm into the 
Wounds of ſuffering Virtue, as it does and 
will for ever fly from the Heart of the cruel, 
ſelf- condemned Oppreſſor of Goodneſs. It 
may lie concealed under Penury and Want, 
whilſt all that worldly Pomp, which we are 
ſo apt to envy, would really be an Object 
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of Compaſſion to a benevolent Mind, if we 
could fee the Remorſe and Anguiſh that 
frequently prey upon the Poſſeſſor. The 
very Diſtreſſes of the Righteous therefore, 
as to real Happineſs, are undoubtedly pre- 
ferable to the Proſperity of the Wicked, 
which to them is only a Diſguiſe of Mi- 
ſery: So that, upon the whole, we cannot 
upon juſt Grounds determine, whether Vir- 
tue, even in this World, may not outweigh 
all the Mortifications it too frequently meets 
with, by this Self-approbation, which God 
hath eſſentially linked to it, and which is a 
Demonſtration that he will at laſt confer 
upon the Virtuous a fullneſs of Foy. 'F 
Wirk theſe Provifons for our right 
Conduct, which the Duties, we are obliged 
10 perform, furniſh; as well as with thoſe 
Guards of Virtue, that are immediately 


 feated in the Mind, the Courſe of Things 
co-operates, and the Method eftabliſhed by 
God to wean us gradually from an intem- 
perate Fondneſs for worldly Enjoyments, 

3 hath 
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ath 4 in it that Harmony and Conſiſtence of 
Deſign, which 3 all the Plans of 
perfect Wiſdom.  _ 
Tos x who ſtand in dhe fil Ranks of 
Society, and have the moſt extenſive Com- 
mand of all that adminiſters Delight, Who 
can ſay to this Man, go, and he goeth, and 
to another, come, and be cometh ; thoſe very 
Perſons, if we weigh Things in the Ballance 
F the Sanctuary, are, in a religious Senſe, 
moſt in Danger. It is therefore ſo ordered, 
that they have alſo a proportionably greater 
Share of Accidents and Croſſes. The 
Storms of human Life beat more forcibly 
and directly upon them, in order to bring 
them to a ſober and juſt Senſe of Things, 
and conduct them into the Ways of Peace 
and Virtue. And even if they enjoy an 
uninterrupted Courſe of Proſperity, their 
Minds are, in Conſequence of it, ſo en- 
feebled by Indulgence, that to zhem the 
lighteſt Accidents are as tormenting, as the 
moſt grievous Afffict ions are to a Perſon uſed 

D 2 to 


[ 26 
to ſuffer, and diſciplined in the School of 
Adverſit 7. 

TRE RR are other Proviſions, no leſs ex- 
tenſive than human Nature itſelf, for they 
take in all Mankind “ High and low, rich 
«© and poor, one with another.” 

Trosst Appetites and Paſſions, which, 
in the Heat and Impetuoſity of Youth, im- 
pel us with a headſtrong Violence, and oc- 
ſion the moſt extenſive Scenes of domeſtic 
and public Miſery, are, by inſenſible De- 
grees, cooled and moderated, Sometimes 
they are corrected by Satiety; often, by Miſ- 
fortunes. For as few Things afford that 
Satisfaction in Poſſeſſion which they pro- 
miſed us in Proſpect, after repeated Mortifi- 
cations of this Kind, we deſire and purſue 
them with leſs Eagerneſs. 

THross tender Aﬀections which are the 
moſt binding Links of human Minds, and 
tye us one to another, in all the various Re- 
lations of Kindred, Friendſhip, and Love, 


are perpetually alarmed and ſhocked by the 
Loſs 
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Loſs of beloved Objects: Till at laſt that 
exquiſite Senſibility, with which they touch 
the Heart, grows leſs delicate, and contracts 
a Kind of Callouſneſs by theſe frequent Im- 
pulſes of Sorrow. Old Age, as it advances, 
even though no Diſeaſes attend it, brings on 
that Calmneſs of Reaſon, which ſucceeds, 
as the Appetites are weakened. For, as the 
Appetites have 4% Strength, Reaſon ac- 
quires more to govern them; juſt as, by 
leſſening the Weight to be raiſed, we 
ſtrengthen the Power that raiſes it. Thus, 
if the Order of Nature is not checked and 
interrupted, by our Follies and our Vices, 
we grow more prepared to part with Life, 
as we are upon the Verge of loſing it: 
And, in that trying Moment, Reaſon and 
Religion open the moſt glorious Proſpect to 
chear and ſupport a virtuous departing 
Spirit. | 
GOD hath given us all Things richly to 
enjoy, even in this World, which is meant 
to try and exerciſe our Virtue by the Diſci- 
-pline 
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pline of Temptations and Diſappointments. 
The Inheritance, therefore, of the Saints in 


Light, in that future World, wherein they 


are to be rewarded, muſt be exceeding glo- 
rious. What thoſe Things are, which God 
hath prepared for them that love and ſerve 
him, even to the End, Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard; neither hath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive. But we are ſure 
they muſt be ſuch as it is fit for infinite 
Goodneſs to beſtow, when it rewards the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. 

I x thoſe Manſions of Bliſs, Righteouſneſs 
alone can and will dwell in the immediate 
Preſence of God. Then Pleaſure will at 
laſt coincide with Happing/s. For Pleaſures 


for evermore at the Right Hand of God is the 


ſcriptural adequate Deſcription of the ever- 
laſting Happineſs of the Bleſſed. 
FuLlr of theſe Hopes of Immortality, 


and having our Affections ſet on Things above, 
we walk through the preſent Life by Faith, 


and not by Sight; looking not to the Thing, 


which 
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which are ſeen, but to the Things which are 
not ſeen; for, as to the Things which are ſeen, 
our own Experience tells us, that they are 
Temporal ; as to the Things which are not 
ſeen, we have the Aſſurance of a Divine 
Authority, that zhey are Eternal. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed as is moſt due, all 
Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and 
Dominion, both now and for ever. 
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